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The recently announced proposal to close Ludlow Library on Friday evenings and Saturday 

afternoons is regrettable.  The library is one resource open for every single member of the 

community, regardless of age, economic circumstances or origin.  This is a feature only shared with 

the streets.  Libraries are a symbol of a civilised society, libraries are important in ways that cannot 

be counted in £sd. 

We know that many people work long hours and the weekend is their one opportunity to visit the 

library – many can only go to the library together at the weekend: libraries are not just books, they 

are books for all ages and kinds of people - just like families. As well as computers, films, magazines, 

exhibitions, notices and so on libraries are sociable places where we can be in the company of other 

human beings.  The Cabinet might consider this important in a time of soaring mental ill-health and 

reduced health services. 

With only 27% of the county currently receiving SPF Broadband and the programme stretching way 

into the future SC needs to make access to public computers freely available.  Because the volume 

usage seems to be declining that does not mean it is not important to those that access the service. 

The proposed Ludlow cuts only save £4000 per annum and although they form part of a bigger 

picture the overall savings of £55,000 are small when to achieve them a central community resource 

is reduced, (and of course not just in one town).  Further, a purpose built building and all its 

resources are locked away from its community – and where will the next cuts fall?  Probably in the 

same place because we’re able to anticipate that fewer people will be attracted to a place where, 

extraordinarily, specific professional training and skills can be considered not worth paying for.   

What do we offer for the future – say to our 5 and 6 year olds - if our British Values become cuts and 

closure?  

Cabinet, please rethink, please operate all your powers of ‘due regard’. Values count more than 

money, our communities need to be viable in the present and in the future. 

Jane Cullen 

 

 


